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SOME CHRISTMAS GAMES. 


The Story of Columbus.— The King of Spain sent for Columbus an 1 
said: “ Columbus, can you discover America ? ” “ Yes,” said Coli h ™ 

“ I think I can if you give me some ships.” The king did so, and Cd u US, 
bus set sail in the direction in which he thought America ought to r** 
When they had been at sea some time, the sailors wanted to go home h'^ 
Columbus said, “ Come on, we’ll soon find land.” Soon they did and \h 
they got near, they saw the black men standing on the beach win, • 
chief. When they danded , Coinrnbus said: « 1 4?0S' 

es, answered the chief, and I suppose you’re Columbus.” “ Rj„ hll 
you are 1 said Columbus. Then said the chief, turning to his companions 
There s no help for it, we are discovered at last.” ^ ns > 


BOOKS. 

“ En hoexkens ende boexkens.’ 


Our readers should see the Girl's Own Paper for November and the four 
months following. Under the title of “A New Departure in Education,” 
an anonymous writer sets forth education on “our” lines from an inde- 
pendent standpoint. It is gratifying that the writer of so able a paper 
should feel so strongly the importance of P.N.E.U. work, and should recog- 
nise the fitness of the various schemes, “ House of Education,” “ Parent? 
Review School,” &c., by which we are endeavouring to bring about a reform 
in the aims and methods of education. The writer we have referred to 
gives physiological reasons, most clearly and tellingly put and illustrated by 
diagrams, for the truth, as we hold it, and it is for the sake of this admirable 
instruction about “ brains ” that we are anxious that our readers should 
study these papers. We wonder will they think that they recognise the 
masterly touch of the writer ? 

Mr. Arnold sends us four charming volumes for review belonging to the 
Children's Favourite Series . These little books ( 2 j. each) are said to be 

beautifully illustrated, and so they are, notably “ The Story of a Donkey,” 
in My Story-Book of Animals. And what a charming donkey he is! A 
Spanish donkey, belonging to a Spanish milkman, who carried out milk for 
his sick master, all on his own account, knocking at closed doors “just like 
a Christian.” All the stories of animals are very engaging. 

Rhymes for You and Me is another treasure-trove for the babies. Good, 
big print, pretty pictures, and delightful rhymes, young enough for the little 
folk. We all know Blake’s “ Little lamb, who made thee ?” But we cannot 
always give the children poetry, because not every poet has the gift to take 
the measure of a child's mind. So let us be thankful for attractive rhymes. 
Miss Alcott’s “ Song from the Tub” will be a favourite, and so will “When 
I am a man,” by an anonymous author. Josephine Pollard’s “ I-No and 
U-No,” is capital. 

My Book of Fables , chosen chiefly from the famous old fables of ,Esop and 
others, dear to children of all ages, is a little book parents will be glad to 
see The fables are slightly written down to children of nursery age, the 
pictures are amusing, and the type good. All the old fables, “ The Wood- 
man and the Trees,” “The Farmer and the Stork,” “The Dog in the 
Manger” “The Fox and the Crow,” “The hir-tree and the Bramble, 

“ The Wolves and the Sheep,” and many more are to be found here. 

The gem of the series is, perhaps, Deeds of Gold The frontispiece is 
“The Lady with the Lamp,” the statue of Florence Nightingale. The first 
.1 „ kevnote “What is a golden deed? It is a deed done 
chapter that sho „® that we think more of other, 

,ta„' weTof o„th es.» wt, is a g o,de» deed > it is an act of mercy, 
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of love, of pity, in which the doer forgets self, and is willing to dare all 
things, risk all things, endure all things, to meet death in a moment, or to 
wear out life in slow endurance for the good of others.” We have the story 
of Willie Hayward, who saved his brother and sister when the cottage of 
the family near Folkestone was destroyed by a landslip. There is a charming 
Tyrolese story of “ Hans the Cripple,” who saved his native village from the 
French. Another of “ Karl Springel,” whose name is known half over Ger- 
many for a great deed of self-sacrifice. He, too, is a cripple, and throws 
himself on the line before an advancing train, as the only means of saving 
the passengers from being hurled into the abyss, the bridge across which 
had been wrecked by a storm. Upon his tombstone is written, “Karl 
Springel, aged 14, he died the death of a hero and martyr, and saved 200 
lives.” That most heroic of all tales— of the Dutch child, who saved his town 
by thrusting his chubby finger into a leak in the dyke, and keeping it there 
through the live-long night — we have here done into rhyme, which is 
hardly an improvement. There is a lovely story of Amy, who saves her 
brothers and sisters in a fire, and learns, “ That even a child, with a hear 
of love,” may do a golden deed. But we are not told Amy’s name nor her 
dwelling-place. There follows a story of Margaret, who is the means of 
saving a crew of drowning men; but neither is her name disclosed 
Happily, the story of Alice Ayres is given with full details. Bret Harte’s 
“ George Nidisor” needs no comment. These are only a few of the inspir- 
ing tales of heroism in this book of Deeds of Gold. But why in the world is 
the title so similar to that of Miss Yonge’s charming collection of Golde?t 
Deeds ? 

Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston & Co. send a volume of “The Playtime 
Library, entitled Where is Fairy-laud? It is delightful to find the author 
of Modern Thought and Modern Thinkers -who is not unknown to the 
readers of the Parent ? Review— catering so happily for the children. His 
theme is an old one, he tries to awaken in the children a sense of the 
majesty and the mystery which enwraps this unintelligible world. By 
giving what we docket as “ The forces of Nature ” some degree of person- 
ality, he endeavours to open children's eyes to the fact that there is nothing 
so marvellous as the commonplace. Children like this sort of thing, when 
it is well done, because they really do “want to know.” We often forget 
that a desire for knowledge is as native and more insatiable in a child than 
the appetite for food. We heard of a child the other day, who delighted in 
A.L.O.Es Fairy know a Bit , just because this fairy told her many things 
she wanted to know. Mr. Charles' little pair, Fred and Dona, are delight- 
ful. \\ e only wish we could hear more of them, their nurse, and their father, 
the astrologer.” We are not sure that “ a spray of the sweet Alpine rose ” 
is an apt description of the plant in question. 

Messrs. Macmillan & Co. send Mrs. Molesworth’s The Girls and I. It is 
hardly necessary to say a word about the work of so popular an author. 
The Girls and I contains some really interesting studies of child character. 
Perhaps Jack or “Jock” is placed rather at a disadvantage in having to 
tell his own tale and confess himself a little bit of a prig, but one now and 
then comes across just such children, with inherited qualities quaintly 
marked, as those of u Jock.” Mrs. Molesworth is always delightful. 


OUR WORK. 


1. Fhole Club . 

2. The House of Education . — Our first “batch” of students go out at 
Christmas, and we look forward to good work at their hands. We shall be 
prepared to receive a large number of students after Christmas. Some of 
our readers maybe glad to know that, if they apply immediately, they may 
be able to secure Probationer-Students for two or three weeks of the 
Christmas holidays. (To the Secretary, House of Education, Ambleside.) 

3. The Parent? Review. — MSS. should be written on one side of the page 
only. Should not, as a rule, exceed 3000 words, and should bear, legibly 
written , the writers name and address. (Letters and MSS. are divorced 
in our Editor’s drawer.) They should be sent to the Editor of the Parent? 
Review , care of Messrs. Kegan Paul & Co., Paternoster House, Charing 
Cross Road, W.C. May we say that the MSS. sent to us by our readers 
are almost invariably valuable, as recording original thought or personal 
experience. 

We are glad to be able to announce that “ Seeds of Story” will be pub- 
lished in book-form in the spring. Such a work as this is more fertile in 
idea, and therefore more educationally valuable than all the school 
“geographies” that ever were writ. In connection with this month’s most 
interesting instalment, may we say we cannot rejoice that the naturally 
peaceful Japanese children should be taught to caper to the tune of “Yankee 
Doodle and surely it is a retrograde movement that children, born to a 
richer inheritance in power of productions and the course of artistic fitness, 
should be reduced to the crudities of colour and form as taught in the schools 
of the West ; and that the lovely free sweep of the commonest Japanese art 
should be cramped into “chequers not less than a quarter of an inch 
square.” Better that we should import Japanese teachers for our children 
for the early training which should issue in artistic taste and powei. 

The Parent? Review School— The new term will begin in January. 

The Mother? Education Course. — The members will receive an Exami- 
nation Paper in December. 


